Wilsan said, “Having sailed so many miles aboard Greal American 1.1 wonld
not have done the Transat if the finish line was anywhere else. But when 1
heard it was coming W Beston. 1 just knew it would be a spectacular venue 10
finigh the race, [t is challenging on all levels, phys emotionally and intel-
lectually, but | feel as a Bostonian it is my civic obligation 1 do this.”

Wilsomn pursues -.1.|..|1 ¢ adventures unlike m 10Ty others and is v BT AC A II'IL'-'.’I
with danger. He lived 1o tell of a dramatic rescue in 1990, during his first
attermnpt to break the Boston to San Francisco recor i Teld for over 100 years by
the Clipper Ship Northers: Light.

Wilson's trimaran Great American capsized on Thanksgiving day 400 miles
*!'Iﬂrllj rhl. Horm arsd for 1he Tirst Hme in ne sorded maritime b |~lm|* @ Moun-
Ftinns sea threw the massive trimsacan upright agai just after it capsize i In
a4 dramatic midnight resoue, the piam containership New Jealand Pacific
located the awash trimaran and Wilson and his shipmate Steve Peengill leapt
fior safiaty by scrambling to a net draped down the side of the ship

I 20401 Wiksom set out 1o challenge the 1853 Hong Kong to New Yiork record
of the Mandarin that had remained untouched for a century and a ball. Greal
American If saited into New York Harbor, 72 days out of Hong Keng and
bk the record by over i day.

ollewed by tens of thousands of studens via the internet,
tinue his work with students, and will provide a curricu
lum to teachers whi can foblow his progress throughout the Transt via his
siresAlive web site (www sitesalive.com )

The adventime wis
Wilson hopes to oo

Joe Harris

For Hamilton, Mass, resident and sailor Joe Harris, 44, the Transat will be his
proving ground as he hopes his first. major single-buar wed race will launeh a
long carcer in the sport. His boat, named Gy Sofo, 35 an Open 50 pur-
chased from Around Mone Class 2 winner Brad Van Liew whom had a stellar
nerformance on the boat, formerly called Tommniy Hilfiger Froedon America.

“I how 5_1 the hoat from Brad Van Liew and 1 am hoping to follow in Tis sUc-
cess in bringing this offshore sport to the same level” Harris said. “A sl
trans-Atlantic is a big challenge for me with icebergs, shipping lanes, ind
Korth Atlantic storms. | do have the theme song of the Titanic going through
oy head but this is just the heginning for me, | hope to continue with this
race, and eventually do the Five Deeans race in 2005 | formerly called the
Around Alone),

Harris grew up sailing one-design boats like Blug Jays and Lightnings

on Long lstand Sound and sailed on bigger hoats offshore with his
Father. Harris was a commercial sakmon fisherman in Bristol Bay.
Maska for § summers after U‘:I:li.gl'.. and learned 2 gredl deal about sea-
mianship tend pavigation in those freacherous waters,

Com |1|1"'|.'|,1 fwi [:u:rmu.la (]
{ it 1o Bermuda, double-handed back) and |1.'.'-_'1.|LI ered myy
La ats hack from Bermuda four times solo,”

Harris savs that e loves being alone offshore- alone with the dlements
of s, wind snd sky- particulardy at night.

“It s very intense because you are 100% selfreliant and you have 1o
have all vour senses finely tuned and constantly be thinking ahead to
stay out of trouble.” e said. “You have 1o do everything: change reef
sails and trim sails for maximum performance, navigate, forecast
weather and route the hoat an the most advamageous course, cook,

Jacques Vabre )

Joe Harris under sail in Griphon Solo

[t's the easy way to measure and
otder your own sails and SAVE!
www.cruisingdirect. com
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communicate with the outside world, and fix anything that breaks 1 keep the
hoat going, T is the ultimate challenge -mugh like sulo mountain dimbing

Harris 5 curr rving to raise $250,000 for The TransAteffort and 51.5MM
for the races next sunymer (Bermuds One-Two, Marblehead-Halifiee, TransAt
and then NewportBermuda in June 200b and the S-Oceans
solo around the world race which beging in November of 2006,
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