Sailing into Boston AélEl‘ia

ney =kics. g Mk-knot headwind amd a |i\:_'_|'||

driarke thit tumed info 3 oerenikal doswmpour

arcosted the 37 COMIPEniors s -'|||.':. erossel
the Transat sart line oft Plynwouth, Exgland, Mav 31,
Ihe cantankerous weather contineed oy plague the flee
us they headed the hasd way across the Atlantac o the
finish in Boston

The 1th running of the forimer OSTAR rwe had o
new ledse on lite breathed into it by Offshoce
{]]:l.":.‘l'-f_-.:\_ the British-hased COMPRIny hesiled h:L'
Ellen Macarthur and Mark Turner. The feet was one
of the best amd most competitive, but gong, o the cha-
arin of some, were the Covinthion ¢fforts that for the
Liwst three decades Tave provided the dramae and humein
inierest |'h:|'|3:u'i|'|; them wiere culling-edpe A and G-
fosot mopomcehiglls arl s lihuills raced by some of the
st skitled sailors i the saondd,

Bur it didn’t take Ly fraom the drama as the four
Classes suw closely Tought bandes in the 2800 mile
slog across the Atlante, The maost anticipated competi-
fican wiks in the Monohull 60 cliss s this was the last
fime these skippers wouk] squire up asainst =ach olher
hefore the nonstop Vendee Globe in November. The
eventual winner, Britain's Mike Godding on Ecover,
scrapped Tor every mile wnt] fmally beating multiple
circumum ii"_"'lllll' | M Wevre on Temenos and
“the other Mike,” Mike Sanderson on
PrielarAlphugrapivics, by just 2 couple of howrs,
Sanderson and Golding raced within sight of cach
oiher for mch of the mece unnl o damaged dagper-
board seunled Sandersen's chances of victory.

Sorme sy il was a win by abirdion as two of the
st anticipated entmes, Boland Jourdaine an Sl and
Jean le Cam on Bowndelle never made the stan
because of keel problems on their Brand new hots,
Jean Pagrre Dhck on Virtae, the carly leader, was dis-
mikstedd a5 was Vincent Rioa on PRE. Golding's moss

len

annis star and Internet darling Anna Kournikova

hopped a ride on an Open 50 racer for a private
sailing lesson with solo-racing diva Ellen MacArthur
during the pre-slarl festivities of the Transat 2004 at
Plymouth. Race sponsor Omega brought in its sexy
spokesperson Lo kick off the event and
spark a little extra publicity for |
the avent. Kournikova l -
fired the starting flare i
at 1 p.m. May 31, in
less than pretty
conditions, with
pouring rain and
13-lool swells.

The single-

handed transat-
lantic race lived
up to the pre-
start hype, with
plenty of affshore S
action and a
number of
records—and
boats—being bro-
ken, Six of the 37
slarting boats
had to abandon
the race due
to damage,




