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Harris’ Gryphon Solo sets course 
record
07:39 AM EDT on Wednesday, June 13, 2007

BY TOM MEADE 
Journal Sports Writer 

Joe Harris sailed his Open 50, Gryphon Solo, across the finish line in 

Bermuda early yesterday morning, setting a solo record for the 

Bermuda 1-2 race. Taking his own time, he finished at 1:37 a.m., 

Eastern Time. His unofficial elapsed time was 62 hours and 37 

minutes. 

The old Bermuda 1-2 solo course record of 66 hours and 57 minutes 

was set in 2005 by Kip Stone aboard the Open 50 Artforms. Harris’ 

time is unofficial until verified by the race committee. 

The Bermuda 1-2 started Saturday at 11 a.m. off Goat Island in 

Newport. The start was blessed with a northerly breeze. 

Winds held through Monday evening after Harris’ last report to keep 

him on a record-setting pace. As he approached Bermuda yesterday, 

he attempted to radio the race committee on VHF, but was 

unsuccessful. He talked with Bermuda Harbour Radio to advise them 

of his position as he approached and notified them of his finish. 

Harris called his winning time to his shore team at about 2:15 a.m. 

“I’m sorry to wake you,” he shouted. “I’ve finished, got my sails 

down, and I’m motoring through the cut into St. George’s. I tried to 

rouse the racing committee, but nobody would answer. I’m totally 

stoked about setting this record. I’ll have a solo spot of Jamison to 

toast my finish and then rack out for some real rest.” 

Gryphon Solo is the former Tommy Hilfiger Freedom America, the 

boat that won Class II of the most recent Around Alone Race by a 21-

day margin. The boat also holds the 24-hour speed record for a 50-
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foot yacht, having covered 345 miles in 24 hours. 

Harris, skipper and owner of Gryphon Solo, is training for the 

Portimao Global Ocean Race, scheduled to start from Portimao, 

Portugal, in September 2008, with stops in South Africa, New 

Zealand, Brazil and South Carolina before returning to Portugal. Last 

month, the boat won line honors in the Charleston-to-Bermuda Race. 

Next month, the red Open 50 is scheduled to compete in the 

Marblehead-to-Halifax Race. 

Yesterday, the race committee reported that Harris had been 

becalmed for a while after crossing the Gulf Stream. 

Forty-one boats, a record entry, started the race Saturday. They 

range from Harris’ 50-footer to eight 21-footers in the Open 6.5 

demonstration class. 
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