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Sailing
Tony CHAMBERLAIN

Transat finish could be

sign of things to come

or the first time, a major international

vachting race will finish in Boston Har-

bor, and this month some 37 high-tech

racing machines will be on display here

after being sailed solo for nearty 3,000
miles from Plymouth, England.

In fresh breczes and lumpy seas last Monday, the
fleet crissed the starting line offthe Eddystone
Light and made way for The Lizard, the southern-
mast tp of England, and then west into the North

Atlantic,

{ne competitor is Joe Harris, a lifelong saflor
from Hamilton who is attempting his first ocean
crossing and the first major elite-level race of his

sailing career.

“It was a pretty good start,” said Harris by radio
phone Wednesday. “It was a very breezy dayand |
blew up to 35 knots, and we had a tight reach tothe " )
Eddystone Light. There was a little confusionout |

there but it was exciting.” weeks, The fleet will be
Harrls is safling the 50-foot Wells Fargo-Ameri- moored off the Marriott,
can Picneer, a proven winner in the Open-50 class, whers several events are
Designed by French h;ma architect Jean-Marle planned, and there wil] be
Finot, Wells Fargo public aceess for abaut two
" PHOTO COLRTESY
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orie 24-hour run first ocean crossing in the T: m_ tinues racing. An awards
logged 345 miles, the fas- : —_— ceremony is planned f;
test ever for a 50-foot mon- Wells Fargo-American Pioneer is designed with June 20 at the Corinthian
il great deal of redundancy in its systems, Harrls says, Yacht Club in Marblehea,
Just days before the which isa confidence builder as he heads into the of- The inclusion of Baston
start, Harris admitted toa ten ferocious North Atlantie. in big-time ocean racing
slight case of nerves. "I am *The first week, there's a nice sailing window be- coincides with the deeads:
preparing for the task at fore things get light as we go into high pressure,” he long eleanup of the harbor
hand," sald the business- said. *Then I'm hoping for a fresh southwester for a Sﬂd-H!ﬂhwh.nﬁnym'
mian who lives in Hamil- couple of days before we hit the firet low-pressure has based his racing out of
ton with his wife Kimberly syatem. It may be gale foree from the south for three Newport. “Even though T

and sons Griffen (6) and
Emmiett (8 months). “T am

trving to stay focused on

weather and routing strat- has guite a track record. Former owner Brad Van
egy. My family has been Lien won the 2002 Around Alone race, safling

b (AR LS e
ﬁtm:ﬂ:u:,ﬁmn 24,000 miles around the world in five legs.
wonderful. From here on “When Brad got back, T met him in New York and
out, all systems are go.” said, ‘Congratulations, wonld you like to sell your ;
But early intothe race boat? And he said, ‘As a matter of fact, I would.' Hig
last Monday, Harris and goal was tosell it toa fellow American who would
his sloop experienced a

couple of mechan

Mmmmtm:lwue. he has stayed involved in this program. We have
SOMme was a motor fallure great continuity.”

that changed the angle of the keel as the boat's angle 1%, sl Which evalved from the first single. ol business community involved, and if we can get

of heel increased.

“Tt was just a fuse,” said Harris, “but it makes me T Y°ars. And though the race will be HarrisSfirs! some of the celebration, it would really be fun and

womnder what blew it.”

.

days of rough weather, and we have another low be-
fore we get acrnss.”
Whatever weather Harris runs into, his Open 50

— Ishead of the Five Oceans Race, and try to convinge

“This has been my focus for the last five i
rta.rs,l:!ul the big goal is Around Alone, “rh;;&ii\’ﬁﬂ
now being called Five Oceans, That begins in the
Fall of 'ﬂﬁ.Sumw]hnmasta.tHd-th&mbnatfur
U:Eat mmmwandnhalfmmgetﬁmﬂhr
mthitmdgutm}fseifupmapmd.suil’smsatthis
Year. Next year it's Bermuda One-Two, Marblehead-
Hailifax_, and then a double-handed race from Franee
mﬂmmmmﬂnmminmm

of '08."
The Ocean 5045 one of

main in the race, and both
classes will reconnoiterin
Boston in about two

live here, 1 sail out of there
becauss there is a much larger single-handed com-
munity down there,” he said. "But Twould love to
gl Boston more involved, We are going to mest with
Robin Knox Johnston in Plymouth [England], who

him to make Boston the host city, T love Newpaort,
but I'think they've gotten alittle blase. No one
tllrmlit:ﬂnwhmthniutﬁmund Alone finished

cofisnae i cairigaligs the ot the way e bes. 5o 8 D © i Ry e i
has been a great handoff between Brad and me, ant mmmﬂmmmm“mﬂﬂﬂ‘d—
come & race center. T think the momentum is build-
Inig,” he said, “I'm trying to get the interest of the lo-

nded trans-Atlantic race in 1860, is held every Hrmmmdgwmrdmmaﬂh:fmshmﬁr

mrﬁﬂmmmmhmmm help the cause of the port of Boston.”
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